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Date:
October 20, 2008

Contacts:
Andrew Feirstein, Communications & Media Relations, 754-321-2300


Mark Narkier / Ana Leon, Wilton Manors Elementary, 754-322-8950

SUBJECT:
WILTON MANORS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WINS 2008 NATIONAL SCHOOL OF CHARACTER AWARD

Wilton Manors Elementary was one of 11 winners of the 2008 National School of Character Award, a prestigious honor that recognizes schools and districts for their outstanding work in character education. One hundred forty-nine applicants from 24 states originally applied for the $20,000 awards, with 25 selected as finalists and 11 named winners. Wilton Manors Elementary was originally named the Florida School of Character in 2007/08. 

Award-winning schools exemplify CEP’s (Character Education Partnerships) Eleven Principles of Effective Character Education and serve as exemplars and mentors for schools and districts throughout the nation. 

The school’s winning program is entitled “Passport to Peace.” Through the program, students learn to practice and demonstrate positive attitudes that form lifelong values. As students travel through the attitudes with their passports, they develop into caring, peaceful shareholders in their school and become responsible citizens in the world. 

The award was presented to school principal Mark Narkier and guidance counselor Ana Leon at the 2008 National Forum on Character Education, held in Arlington, Virginia.

The award will be utilized to further implement the school’s “Passport to Peace” program – with half of the funds used within the school and half for mentoring and outreach to other educators and community members. The outreach program includes training and best practices for selected elementary, middle and high schools in the Fort Lauderdale area. 

Broward County Public Schools is the nation's sixth largest public school system and the largest fully accredited district with over 255,000 students in more than 260 schools and education centers. For more information about Broward County Public Schools, visit the District Web site at (www.browardschools.com).
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